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 «Consider yourself abducted”

On October 16 2006 in Ingushetia miliatimen and “people in civilian clothes” beat and detained human rights activists, who came to mourn Anna Politkovskaya. 

 4 representatives of HRC “Memorial” (A. Khantygov, Z. Muradova, Z. Mukusheva, F.Yandieva, and the head of non-government organization “Mashr” Magomed Mutsolgov (ANO “MASHR”)) were illegally detained, one person (E. Sokirianskaia, HRC “Memorial”) was injured. 

Rights activists call for international support in demanding from the authorities  investigation and punishing the perpetrators. We assert that the actions of militiamen violate the right guaranteed by Constitution of the Russian Federation and article 11 of the European Convention for human rights and freedoms and call for instigation of criminal cases into illegal detention, denial of effective defense during investigation and trial, unfair trial, infliction of physical and moral damage as well as crimes stipulated by article 149 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (preventing participation in piquet, committed by an official using official authority resorting to violence).

Details of the events of October 16, please, find below.

Your inquiries can be forwarded to:

Prosecutor of Republic Ingushetia, Kalimatov M-A. M. + 7 (8732) 22 15 76  
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Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation Chajka Y.Y.  
+7 (495) 292 88 48 
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President of Ingushetia Zyazikov M.M.



+ 7 (495) 334 2039
On October 16 2006 in Narzan (Ingushetia) and Grozny (Chechnya) were planned piquets in memory of Anna Politkovksaya, a journalist of “Novaya Gazeta”, assassinated in Moscow on October 7.  The organizers notified the local authorities about the upcoming piquet in advance (unlike demonstrations and meetings, according to the Federal Law it is not required to get permission in order to carry out a piquet).
From 12:00- 1 p.m. a piquet took place in the center of Grozny. The authorities did not try to prevent the gathering, there was no police in the proximity of the site. Around 50 people participated in the commemorating event. Representatives of various NGOs, which worked in cooperation with Anna Politkovskaya, delivered short speeches. 

In Nazran similar piquet was supposed to start at 4 p.m. at the Memorial to Second World War Veterans in Bazorkina prospect. Anna Politkovkaya was well known in Ingushetia and several local NGOs decided to pay tribute to her memory on that day. 

On October 12 a notification about the planned piquet was sent to the head of city administration of Nazran by Magomed Mutsolgov, the leader of Ingush NGO “Mashr”. He received no official response from the authorities. He did receive a letter of October 15, signed by someone “A. Tsetchoev”, who identified himself as “the head” (‘the head’ of what, was not specified). This seemed particularly strange, since the head of the city administration of Nazran was “M. (Magomed) Tsetchoev, not “A. Tsetchoev”, moreover, the letter was not on the official form and had no registration number, in short, there were no grounds to consider it an official response to notification about the piquet. 

By the time when the piquet was supposed to start, the area around the Memorial to War Veterans was encircled by militia and well-built young men in civilian clothes. Together they stopped people, who approached the piquet site and demanded in a very rough, insulting manner that they got lost. Those who tried to inquire about the reasons why the piquet was banned were physically abused. 

The first to arrive to the piquet were an expert of Moscow Helsinki group in the North Caucasus, chair of the Committee for Defending Rights of Forced Migrants, Aslambek Apaev and  members of public movement “Chechen Committee For National Salvation”, headed by Ruslan Badalov. They were immediately approached by the head of department of public security militia unit of the Ministry of Defense of Republic of Ingushetia Magomed Dolgiev. He announced that “the piquet was illegal”, since the authorities “did not give permission to it happening”. Obviously Dolgiev was not aware of the Federal Law “On Gatherings, Meetings, Demonstrations, Marches and Piquets”, which outlines the mechanism for organization and carrying out piquets and other public events. Articles 2 ad 7 of this law stipulate that in the Russian Federation the right to carrying out public events is realized in a notifying manner, i.e. it is required to have a special permission from authorities to hold them. Article 12  states that the executive authorities of the subject of Russian Federation upon receiving the notification about the public event can inform the organizers of the public event on their “reasonable suggestions about changing the place and (or) time” of the event. None of that has been done by the authorities. 

Although clearly the actions of militiamen were illegal, Apaev, Badalov and their colleagues, mostly women, tried to leave the place of the piquet. At this instance their car was surrounded by young men in civilian clothes. They tried to provoke a fight: were screaming obscenities, insults, grabbed the men trying to provoke their responsive actions. Those who were inside the car were dragged out. However, the rights defenders did not yield the provocation. With the help of Magomed Dolgiev they got out of the aggressive crowd and left. 

A few minutes later Magomed Mutsolgov arrived to the monument with his colleagues from  organization “Mashr”. A crowd of young people in civilian clothes immediately surrounded him. The crowd was joined by militiamen in uniform, who were standing in cordon. Together they pushed the newly arrived, insulted them, screamed obscenities and used physical force – hit on the head, back and other parts of body, grabbed documents from the hands of Mutsolgov, threw them on the ground and demonstratively trampled them. Mutsolgov tried to make a phone call, but the militiamen trying to take away his phone, twisted his arms, forced him into a militia car and left for Nazran city militia station (GOVD). 

While militiamen and people in civilian clothes “sorted things out” with the activists from “Mashr”, representatives of “Memorial” human rights group – Shamsudin Tangiev, Ekaterina Sokirianskaia, Zarema Mukusheva, Zoja Muradova, Fatima Yandieva, Albert Khantygov arrived to the site. They had portraits of Anna Politkovskaya in their hands and flowers. This group did not even get the chance to participate in the piquet, because young people in civilian clothes and militiamen, including senior officers, immediately switched their aggressive attention on them: they grabbed portraits and photographs from their hands, insulted them and screamed obscenities. 

Having assessed the situation, Memorial members started to move back to their cars. On the way back, Shamsudin Tangiev noted to the militia colonel that using tabooed vocabulary in respect of young ladies does not adorn militia. At that point he was pressed to a nearby car and physically attacked. At the same time a young man in dark baseball cap with white strip and longer hair hit Ekaterina Sokirianskaia in the face – in the hospital she was diagnosed open fracture of nose and brain concussion.

Albert Khantygov, Fatima Yandieva, Zarema Mukusheva and Zoja Muradova were detained and brought to the GOVD. The ladies were detained when they already left the place of piquet. On the territory of “VILS” factory adjacent to Bazorkina prospect they were approached by an armed man in civilian uniform, who without presenting himself or showing his ID demanded that they opened their bags for him. The girls had to obey. At the same instance and YAZ-Tabletka car with other armed men arrived. Girls had to get into the car under threat of violence. When the ladies demanded that the militiamen presented themselves and explained what was happening, the latter responded “Consider yourself abducted”. Subsequently Memorial activists learnt that they were being brought to the GOVD in Nazran. 

Correspondent of ITAR-TASS news agency Ruslan Majsigov was also delivered to the GODV, however, he was shortly released; Magomed Mutsolgov and Albert Khantygov were likewise brought to the same militia station.  

Clearly, the militiamen and people in civilian clothes were acting together; moreover, had aimed to use force, otherwise it is difficult to explain why those who followed their order (even if an illegal order) to leave the place of the piquet were beaten and arrested.

Illegal actions continued after detainment. The detained rights activists were placed in various rooms of the militia station, their passport information was copied, their fingerprints taken, then they were photographed on mobile phones. The rights of the detained were not explained to them. The ladies demanded a lawyer, but were refused, when “Memorial” lawyer entered the room with the writ, she was very rudely expelled.  Then the Muslim female activists were threatened that they will have to spend the night at the militia station, other methods of psychological pressure were used. 

In the meantime, information agencies spread the news of the piquet crashed in Nazran and about the illegal actions of militia. “Radio Free Europe” an “Echo Moskvi” radio stations were reporting about the piquet. GOVD in Nazran was called by “Memorial” representatives in Moscow, by representative of Onmbudsman of Russia. In response to their inquiries the head of GOVD lied that the lawyer was already with the detained etc. Militia bosses were interested in putting an end to this story as soon as possible, thus a Judge was brought to militia station for urgent scrutiny of the case. 

First the Judge looked into the case of the detained ladies. The case was examined in the absence of lawyer, when the detainees demanded to bring the person who carried out detainment, a different militiamen showed up than the one who actually did it. The judge passed a verdict that these “Memorial” members were guilty of administrative misdemeanor and fined them with 500 rubles each.  The text of the resolution was not presented to the perpetrators. The ladies spent 8 hours in illegal detainment.

Male activists, Albert Khantygov and Magomed Mutsogov, were kept in a different part of the building. They refused to give any explanations in the absence of their lawyer. At midnight (8 hours after detainment) defense lawyer Magomed Gandaur-Egi received access to them. As a result the examination of their case was postponed for the next day, then again for the next day. Finally it was appointed for October 30, 2006.
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